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described the causes of this weakness of Andalusia
and implored him to come to their succour.

Yousef ibn Tashfin received with honour the
envoys of the Emirs of Andalusia and their letters and
dismissed them with the best words and promises. He
then held a council and all the Berber leaders were of
opinion to grant tShte request of the kings of Andalusia.
That was also the opinion of Yousef ibn Tashfin.
There is no doubt that the Berber leaders were urged
by religious zeal and the desire to help Islam and their
brethren. But there is no doubt, also, that the king of
the Almoravides was, from the beginning, burning
with a secret hope of extending his dominion to the
beautiful Andalusia, of whose wonders he had often
heard.

But Yousef ibn Tashfin stipulated, for granting
this request, that Ibn Abbad should give him the port
of Algeciras to ensure the safety of his communication
in going and returning. Ibn Abbad granted this
request, inspite of the opposition of his son Al-Rashid
and other Emirs who apprehended the consequences
of this act.

The king of Morocco kept his promise and
torrents of soldiers went from all parts of Morocco to-
wards the sea. The king of the Almoravides marched
at the head of his great army and crossed the sea to
Andalusia. Ibn Abbad received him at Algeciras and
delivered to him its forts which were occupied by a
force of Almoravides. Yousef ordered its impregnable
forts to be repaired and marched with his army to-
wards Seville after having supplied it with provisions
and munitions.

The king of Castille was, at that time, busy fight-
ing Ibn Hud, Emir of Saragossa and besieging his
capital. He heard of the preparations of the Aim era-